Church of Scientology Overview
March, 2010
•

The Scientology religion was founded by American author and humanitarian, L.
Ron Hubbard. The first Church of Scientology was formed by Scientologists in
Los Angeles in 1954. Today the religion spans the globe with more than 8,000
Churches, Missions and groups in 165 countries.

•

The word Scientology is taken from the Latin word scio, which means "knowing in
the fullest meaning of the word," and the Greek word logos, meaning "study of."
It literally means "knowing how to know."

•

The Scientology religion operates freely all over the world and has hundreds of
religious recognitions from courts and government administrative bodies.
Scientology has been formally recognized as a religion in each of the following
countries: Albania, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Croatia, the
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Hungary, India, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan,
Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, the Philippines, Portugal, Scotland, Slovenia,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Taiwan, Tanzania, the United States, Venezuela
and Zimbabwe.

•

The total number of individuals completing counseling and training services has
doubled in the past two years.

•

The number of people newly introduced to Scientology and starting on training
or counseling has doubled in the past five years.

•

Total assets and property holdings of the Church of Scientology internationally
have doubled since 2004.

•

The combined size of Church premises increased from nearly 5.6 million square
feet in 2004 to 11 million square feet at the beginning of 2010.

•

The Church has acquired 70 buildings since 2004 in major population centers
around the world.

•

Another 50 Churches are in design, planning or construction phases, including
half a million square feet under construction in Tel Aviv, Melbourne, Mexico
City, Seattle, Pasadena and Los Angeles.

Dianetics & Scientology Films, Videos and
International Live Events
•

Over 7.8 million DVDs have been sold and/or distributed in the last 5 years,
comprising 1,920 different DVD titles.

•

746 films (English and translated) have been produced in the last 5 years.

•

Since 2004, 4,474 videos have been produced (English and translated)—an
average of 74 per month.

•

The number of hours of video produced since 2004 is 1,571, averaging 27 hours
per month.

•

The total number of hours of international events (English and translated)
produced in the last 5 years totals 1,698—an average of 28 hours per month.

Internet
•

Over 30 million visitors have visited Church of Scientology websites in the last
year alone.
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Recent Acquisitions
March, 2010
Buildings acquired by the International
Association of Scientologists:
City
Advanced Organization Africa
Advanced Organization Latin America
Advanced Organization Canada
Berlin
Brussels
Bulawayo
DC Embassy
Hamburg
Harare
Harlem
Harlem Community Center
Inglewood
Inglewood Community Center
Kaoshiung
London
Madrid
Rome
Tel Aviv

Sq Ft
70,000
220,850
159,400
49,900
88,613
22,604
49,855
42,269
54,726
32,545
21,050
45,000
26,000
99,465
46,856
58,628
69,040
51,451

Buildings acquired or restored through parishioner support:

City
Albuquerque
Atlanta
Auckland
Battle Creek
Birmingham
Bogota
Boston
Budapest
Buffalo
Cagliari
Capetown
Chicago
Cincinnati
Columbus
Copenhagen
Dallas
Detroit
Durban
ITD (Mexico City)
Johannesburg
Johannesburg Test Center
Kansas City
Las Vegas
Melbourne
Malmo
Manchester
Montreal
Mountain View
Mountain View Test Center
Nashville
New Haven
ODD (Mexico City)
Orange County

Sq Ft
53,000
45,309
31,500
58,007
60,625
21,958
38,007
67,581
40,633
56,949
66,183
40,000
47,497
52,372
37,290
41,815
49,947
26,063
36,657
36,193
5,480
65,571
36,119
62,689
57,468
51,000
50,400
46,671
4,319
36,000
39,124
54,305
47,000
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City
Pasadena
Philadelphia
Pordenone
Port Elizabeth
Portland
Pretoria
Quebec
Sacramento
San Diego
San Francisco
Seattle
Seattle Test Center
Stevens Creek
St. Louis
St. Louis Test Center
Sunderland
Tampa
Tampa Community Center
Tampa Test Centers (3 of them)
Torino
Twin Cities
Valencia
Valley
Winnipeg

Sq Ft
58,084
64,000
63,872
34,000
63,816
33,691
47,041
42,000
67,400
29,000
35,208
6,855
56,968
60,357
18,000
35,000
18,099
4,209
25,063
52,724
82,100
68,412
95,000
58,633
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Grand Openings of new Church of Scientology facilities 2007-2010

1.

Grand opening of the 173,000-square-foot Oak Cove building in
Clearwater, Florida in January, 2008.

2.

Re-christening of the fully re-designed and renovated Sea Org motor
vessel Freewinds in June, 2008.

3.

Grand opening of the fully restored 280,000-square-foot Fort Harrison
Hotel in Clearwater, Florida, in March, 2009.

4.

Grand opening of the 57,000-square-foot Malmö Ideal Org in April,
2009.

5.

Grand opening of the 42,000-square-foot Dallas Ideal Org in April 2009.

6.

Grand opening of the 36,000-square-foot Nashville Ideal Org in April
2009.

7.

Grand opening of the 69,000-square-foot Rome Ideal Org in October
2009.

8. Grand opening of the 49,000-square-foot Washington DC Ideal Org in
October 2009.
9. Grand opening of the 88,000-square-foot Brussels branch of the Churches
of Scientology of the European Communities Ideal Org in January 2010.
10. Grand opening of the 47,000-square-foot Quebec Ideal Org in January
2010.
11. Grand opening of 40,000-square-foot Las Vegas Ideal Org in February
2010.
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Publication of L. Ron Hubbard’s Works
•

To meet the tremendous demand for L. Ron Hubbard’s works and to make
possible the release of all of his books and lectures in a cost effective manner, the
Church established state-of-the-art digital publishing houses in Los Angeles and
Copenhagen.

•

Bridge Publications Inc. opened a 274,000 square-foot headquarters in Los
Angeles, California, in 2009 to meet the demand for L. Ron Hubbard Dianetics
and Scientology publications. Bridge is the world’s largest all-digital, print-ondemand publishing house, producing all L. Ron Hubbard Dianetics and
Scientology materials for the Americas, Asia and the rest of the world except
Europe and the United Kingdom.

•

New Era Publications in Copenhagen, Denmark, is the Church of Scientology
publishing house providing L. Ron Hubbard Dianetics and Scientology books for
Europe and the United Kingdom.

•

These publishing facilities can print up to 500,000 books per week—26 million
per year—and replicate 925,000 CDs per week, 48.1 million annually. Their
production capabilities have increased by 660% since 2007.

•

81 million L. Ron Hubbard books and lectures on Dianetics and Scientology have
been distributed in the last decade, compared to 5.6 million in the prior decade.
More than 68 million of that 81 million have been distributed since 2007 —more
than during the first 50 years of Dianetics and Scientology combined.

•

L. Ron Hubbard’s books have won 18 design and printing awards in the past
year.
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The Truth About Drugs
Overview of Statistics and Results
February, 2010
•

The Scientology-sponsored Truth About Drugs campaign produced 16 public
service announcements and 13 fact-filled booklets and a 13-part documentary
about the most commonly abused drugs, told by former addicts. More than
853 million people have been reached with the Truth About Drugs message.

•

Over 435 million people have viewed The Truth About Drugs public service
announcements in the last 12 months. They have aired on Discovery Health,
MTV, VH1, Fox News, BET, FUSE and 215 other national and regional TV and
cable channels. They have also aired in 174 other venues, including sports
stadiums, restaurants and stores.

•

Just over 24 million The Truth About Drugs booklets have been distributed
in 20 languages to at-risk youth and in drug hotspots in 155 cities in 48 nations
throughout the world—3.6 million in the last 12 months.

•

Drug-Free Marshals have promoted to some 3.4 million young people to live
drug-free lives, through their events and Drug-Free pledge signings. The
program is active all over the world with, for example, Drug-Free Marshals
holding drug-free pledge signings with students from 212 schools in Taiwan,
and swearing in 270,000 children and adults in Mexico where the group is a
board member of the Addiction-Free Network that is funded by the Mexican
government.

•

Over 450,000 Truth About Drugs information mailings have been sent to
groups and organizations. These information kits have been distributed to
health teachers, student guidance counselors, school resource officers
(responsible for school safety and drug education), school nurses, ParentTeacher Associations, addiction counselors and treatment centers, police
departments, sheriffs, Police Activities Leagues, substance abuse coordinators,
sports organizations, YMCA and YWCA.

•

Over 731,000 people have visited the Drug-Free World Internet site in the
past two years. Teachers, drug educators and others who work in the field of
drug education and prevention have ordered over 718,000 booklets for their
programs.
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•

The Truth About Drugs campaign is active in 163 countries from Argentina
to Zimbabwe, with 175 drug prevention groups.

•

Foundation for a Drug-Free World has partnered with 1,000 government and
law enforcement agencies, educational institutions and other organizations.
These include the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime, Crime NGO
Forum, European Board of Policy Advisors, U.S. Department of Justice’s Weed
& Seed Program, D.A.R.E., Philippine Dangerous Drug Board and National
Strategic Drug Action Plan of South Africa.

•

Foundation for a Drug-Free World Europe was officially appointed by the
European Commission on Drugs Unit as a member of the Civil Society Forum
on Drugs in the European Union.
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International Human Rights Program
Overview of Statistics and Results
March, 2010
•

More than 943 million people have viewed the Human Rights PSAs,
since their release in 2006, on 4,694 stations in 16 languages across 70
nations. These PSAs have aired on national and international stations
including CNN, MTV, History Channel, National Geographic Channel,
Discovery and Sky TV.

•

The Human Rights World Tour has traveled 174,000 miles throughout
45 nations, reaching over 11 million people who have either attended
Youth for Human Rights education programs, human rights forums or
have seen them through the resulting media coverage.

•

Over 1.5 million Human Rights publications have been distributed to
human rights groups, educators and individuals.

•

Nearly 1 million people have visited the Internet sites for United for
Human Rights (www.humanrights.com) and Youth for Human Rights
(www.youthforhumanrights.org) in the last three years.

•

More than 380,000 human rights information mailings have been sent to
human rights organizations, college and university professors teaching
subjects related to human rights (sociology, humanities, social sciences,
political sciences), high school social studies teachers, legislators,
diplomats, members of parliament and United Nations personnel.

•

More than 200,000 people have signed our Human Rights petition.
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The Scientology Volunteer Ministers
Overview of Statistics and Results
March, 2010
• There are 211,000 Scientology Volunteer Minister training
completions worldwide, compared to 45,000 in 2005 and 6,000 in
2001.
• Volunteer Ministers have helped over 1.4 million people in the
last year, a 300 percent increase over the 2004 figure of 550,000.
Volunteer Ministers have traveled 8.5 million miles to 5,000 zones of
greatest need and have helped more than 10 million people one-onone since 9/11/01.
• More than 470,000 Volunteer Ministers information mailings have
been sent out over the last two years to volunteer program
directors, emergency management services, fire departments,
chapters of the American Red Cross, Doctors Without Borders,
Peace Corps, United Way, NVOAD (National Volunteer
Organizations Active in Disaster), Salvation Army, Kiwanis clubs,
Rotary Clubs, Lions Clubs and hundreds of other volunteer
organizations.
• Over 750,000 people have visited the Volunteer Ministers Internet
site (www.volunteerministers.org) in 2009 with people from 161
different countries who have signed up for the on-line Volunteer
Minister Course.
• Our 18 Continental Volunteer Ministers traveling centers
(marquee yellow tents) have toured through 170 countries
covering over 300,000 miles, including a Volunteer Ministers barge
traveling on the Amazon River, two centers traveling throughout
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Western and Central Africa and a traveling center in the outback of
Australia.
• Volunteer Ministers have been involved in disaster relief efforts
in 175 major disaster sites, 56 locations in the last year alone. This
includes a corps of hundreds strong at Ground Zero within hours of
the 9/11 tragedy, more than 500 volunteers from 11 nations in
Southeast Asia in the wake of the Tsunami and over 900 Volunteer
Ministers helping victims in Louisiana and Mississippi in the
aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and in the wake of the
January 2010 earthquake in Haiti.
• Volunteer Ministers have trained and partnered with over 800
groups, organizations and agencies around the world including the
Red Cross, FEMA, National Guard, Army Cadets, Salvation Army,
Boy Scouts, Rotary clubs, civil defense and disaster management
agencies, YMCA/YWCAs, police and fire departments of dozens of
cities and towns and hundreds more national and regional groups
and organizations.
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The Way to Happiness
Overview of Statistics and Results
March, 2010
•

The Way to Happiness PSAs have been viewed by over 725 million people
in the last 12 months. They have aired on 386 stations in 52 countries as well
as on big screens at sporting events, concerts and in shopping malls.

•

Over 85 million copies of The Way to Happiness have been sold and
distributed since it was first published in 1981 and 21 million copies since
the grand opening of The Way to Happiness Foundation in 2003—doubling
the annual distribution.

•

New The Way to Happiness 2-hour feature length book on film, produced
in 2004, depicting the way one can survive and help others one knows lead
happier lives.

•

The Way to Happiness has been translated into 94 languages. Fifty-two of
these languages have been translated since the grand opening of The Way to
Happiness Foundation in 2003.

•

In the last two years, over 3.5 million copies of The Way to Happiness have
been distributed throughout global hotspots, from the Congo and both sides
of the Arab-Israeli conflict to Colombia and Venezuela.

•

More than 430,000 The Way to Happiness information mailings have been
sent over the last two years to individuals and organizations, including
mayors, police chiefs, sheriffs, correctional officers, principles of campuses
with high levels of violence, Boy Scout leaders, youth development program
directors, youth camps, 4-Hs, Big Brothers and Sisters, school volunteer
program directors and tens of thousands of small and large business owners
and CEOs.

•

Over 1,600,000 people have visited The Way to Happiness Internet site in
the last two years (1,400,000 in the last year alone).

•

The Way to Happiness is used in 2,119 prisons worldwide as part of the
Criminon rehabilitation program, restoring self-respect to more than 100,000
inmates in 35 nations.
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Narconon Drug Rehabilitation
Overview of Statistics and Results
March, 2010
•

Scientologists support Narconon, a drug-free rehabilitation program utilizing
L. Ron Hubbard’s breakthroughs in handling drug addiction.

•

Narconon was founded in 1966 when an inmate in the Arizona State Prison read
one of L. Ron Hubbard’s books on Scientology and wrote to Mr. Hubbard asking
for his help to kick a life-long drug habit. Since then, tens of thousands of
people have graduated the Narconon program.

•

Their centers have a documented success rate of 75 percent of graduates never
returning to lives of addiction.

•

Today, Narconon operates from its premiere drug rehabilitation facility at Lake
Arrowhead in Oklahoma, which also serves as a training center for drug
rehabilitation professionals and volunteers from around the world.

•

Narconon operates a network of 190 groups in 47 nations, including 59
residential facilities.

•

Narconon drug educators have lectured to 17 million students.
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Applied Scholastics
Overview of Statistics and Results
March, 2010
•

Applied Scholastics operates through 830 schools and study groups in 74 countries.

•

In 2003, Applied Scholastics International established a 100-acre teacher-training
campus at Spanish Lake in St. Louis, Missouri. It is designed to train educators who,
in turn, will pass on to others the L. Ron Hubbard technology on how to study.
These have included principals, teachers and special education instructors from 43
nations and a wide variety of educational settings, including colleges and
universities, public and private elementary and secondary schools, and community
tutoring and literacy centers.

•

Spanish Lake provides supplementary education through after-school tutoring
programs in New Jersey, Ohio, Kansas, Texas, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida,
Colorado and California.

•

In all, since the campus opened in 2003, Spanish Lake alumni have placed Study
Technology in the hands of more than 28 million people.
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